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Menai Strait Fishery Order Management Association Item 7 on Agenda 

 
 

Administration: GDPR Requirements 
 
 

Background 
MSFOMA holds electronic information about individuals for the purpose of providing 
updates on the work of the Association.  This report provides an update on the actions that 
have been taken to ensure compliance with the new EU Regulations that govern how this 
information is held and managed. 
 
 
Recommendations 
1. That the actions taken to ensure GDPR compliance are noted. 

2. That the Association keeps the GDPR compliance requirements under review. 

1. Legal Requirements 

1.1 The new EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) came into force on the 25
th

 
May 2018.   

1.2 The GDPR is intended to protect individuals and their personal data.  It places duties 
on organisations in all sectors, both public and private.  It applies to electronic and 
paper records. 

1.3 Prior to the implementation deadline for the GDPR the Secretariat determined that 
the legislation applies to the Association. 

2. Actions taken for compliance 

2.1 To ensure that the Association is compliant with the GDPR, the Secretariat has taken 
the following actions to date:- 

a) Registration with the Information Commissioner’s Office – MSFOMA has 
been registered as a data holder with the Information Commissioner’s Office; 

b) Review of Privacy Policy – the Association’s Privacy Policy has been updated to 
ensure it is GDPR compliant (see Annex A). 

c) Communication with subscribers – all of the individuals in the Association’s 
mailing list were sent an e-mail on the 24th May 2018 (prior to the 
implementation date of the GDPR) indicating what MSFOMA was doing to comply 
with the GDPR and offering the opportunity to unsubscribe from the MSFOMA 
mailing lists.  This e-mail was sent to over 150 individuals and organisations. 

2.2 Members are advised that no requests to unsubscribe from e-mail updates have been 
received. 
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3. Opportunities for improving compliance 

3.1 Members will be aware that as with any new legislation, the understanding of the 
requirements for compliance with the GDPR will develop over time.  The Secretariat 
will keep this under review, and will inform Members of any action that the 
Association may need to take to remain compliant. 

3.2 Members are invited to offer their comments on improving compliance with the 
GDPR. 

 

 
MSFOMA Secretariat 
June 2018 
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Annex A: Copy of current MSFOMA Privacy Policy (from www.msfoma.org). 
 

Privacy, Security & Cookies 

Your privacy is important.  This page describes the steps we take to protect your privacy. 

 

Privacy 

If you sign up for news updates on the MSFOMA website we will ask you for your e-mail 
address, first name and second name. 

 We will only use the personal information you provide to allow us to send you 
information updates that you have requested, or as we are required to by legislation. 

 We will not disclose this information to any third parties unless we are compelled or 
required to by law. 

 All correspondence from our website will include a link to allow you to unsubscribe 
from non-statutory updates. 

 

Security 

We have security features on our site to protect your information:- 

 Personal authentication – your subscription for updates will only be activated once 
you personally respond to a confirmation e-mail from us. 

 Secure storage – all personal information held on this website is stored on our 
secure, dedicated servers. 

 

Information held by MSFOMA 

MSFOMA keeps a record of the name and e-mail address provided by individuals and 
organisations, and the identity of the mailing list which that individual or organisation has 
subscribed to. 

MSFOMA also records information about the e-mail updates that have been sent to each 
individual on its mailing lists.  This information is retained for the purpose of demonstrating 
that MSFOMA has complied with its statutory functions. 

We will only retain personal information for as long as is reasonably necessary to fulfil the 
purpose it was collected for. 

 

Individual Rights 

Individuals have rights under the EU General Data Protection Regulation over the data held 
by MSFOMA.  We will ensure our data processes comply with these rights, and will make all 
reasonable efforts to fulfil requests from an individual in relation to these rights, including:- 

 Right of access: individuals can request to see the data that we hold and obtain 
confirmation of how it is being used. 

 Right to rectify: individuals can request that their data be updated where it is 
inaccurate or incomplete. 

 Right to object: individuals can object to their data being used for a particular process. 

 Right to unsubscribe: individuals can unsubscribe from any mailing lists operated by 
MSFOMA.  All e-mails sent from the MSFOMA website will include an unsubscribe 
link. 

http://www.msfoma.org/
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 Right to erasure: individuals can request that data held on them by MSFOMA is 
deleted, and providing that MSFOMA is not required to retain this information by law, 
it will be deleted. 

Any request to access / rectify / object / unsubscribe or erase data should be submitted in 
writing to the Association, and will usually be actioned within a month. 

 

Cookies 

Cookies are small pieces of information sent to your computer or browsing device when you 
access a website. These files are not computer programs and cannot be used to cause damage 
to your computer. 

Our website does not currently use cookies.  If we start to use cookies, we will provide 
appropriate notices on the website to alert you to this and to seek your permission to use 
cookies. 

 

Newsletters / e-mail updates 

We use a program hosted on our website to send out newsletters and e-mails.  We gather 
statistics around email opening and clicks using industry standard technologies including 
clear image files (gifs) to help us monitor and improve our communications. 

 

Changes to our Privacy Notice 

We reserve the right to update this privacy notice from time to time, and we will provide you 
with a new privacy notice when we make any substantial changes. Please check back 
frequently to see any updates or changes. 
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Menai Strait Fishery Order Management Association Item 8 on Agenda 

 
Welsh Government Activity 

 
 

Background 
The Welsh Government is responsible for managing inshore fisheries in Wales.  This report 
provides a brief update on some Welsh Government Activities that may be relevant to the 
work of MSFOMA. 
 
 
Recommendations 
1. That the report is received, along with any verbal updates from the Welsh Government 

officials invited to the meeting. 

1. Background 

1.1 The Welsh Government website provides information about consultations and 
meetings of various stakeholder groups that are relevant to the Welsh Fishing 
industry.  A brief summary of recent activity is provided below. 

2. Meetings of Fisheries Groups 

2.1 Welsh Government has established several groups to assist with the administration 
and management of Welsh fisheries.  The key groups are:- 

a) Inshore Fisheries Groups – these groups provide stakeholder with a forum for 
communicating and engaging with Welsh Government.  There is no information 
available about these groups on the WG website at present.  The Association has 
been advised that the future role of these groups will be determined by the Welsh 
Marine Fisheries Advisory Group. 

b) Welsh Marine Fisheries Advisory Group – this group was established to assist 
with the formulation of appropriate policies, plans, strategies and laws relating to 
marine fisheries in Wales.  The WG website reports that the most recent meeting 
of this group took place on March 7th 2018; the minutes of that meeting indicate 
that a further meeting was scheduled for 16th May 2018.  The minutes of the 
March 7th meeting are attached at Annex A. 

c) Aquaculture Advisory Group – this Group was established to help Welsh 
Government meet its targets for aquaculture production of 2,000t of finfish and 
16,000t of shellfish by 2020.  No information about recent activities of this group 
is available on the WG website. 

2.2 A verbal update on recent meetings of these and related groups will be provided at 
the meeting by Members who attend their meetings. 
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3. Consultations 

3.1 Since the last Association meeting the Welsh Government Climate Change, 
Environment and Rural Affairs Committee sent out a call for written evidence about 
the impact of Brexit on fisheries in Wales.  A draft response was prepare by the 
Secretariat and circulated to Members for comment, prior to submission of a formal 
response to this Committee on 15

th
 June 2018 (see Annex B). 

3.2 The Association has been invited to attend a workshop that has been organised by 
this Committee.  The event is scheduled for the 12

th
 July 2018 in Milford Haven.  The 

invitation is attached at Annex C.  The Secretariat has responded to thank Welsh 
Government for this invitation and to enquire if there will be any workshop meetings 
further north.  It would seem it will be the only meeting held to inform the inquiry, 
and also that Welsh Government will pay for travel and overnight accommodation.  
They are prepared to accept a response from the Association on the 3rd July following 
our meeting. 

4. Meeting with Welsh Government Officials 

4.1 A very constructive site visit and meeting with Welsh Government officials (Stuart 
Evans and Janet Perry) took place on the 13th June 2018.  The site visit took in some 
of the contentious areas in the western Menai Strait at low water, and concluded with 
a very productive meeting in Porth Penrhyn aboard FV Valente.  A verbal report on 
the key points discussed will be provided at the Association meeting. 

5. Meeting with Cabinet Secretary 

5.1 It was reported to the last meeting that the Cabinet Secretary for Energy, Planning 
and Rural Affairs had been invited in March 2018 to visit the Menai Strait.   

5.2 The Cabinet Secretary visited Port Penrhyn on the 21st June 2018 where she met with 
the Chair of the Association and shellfish farmers from both the eastern and western 
Menai Strait aboard the mussel dredger Valente. 

5.3 The meeting with the Cabinet Secretary was very positive.  She made a firm 
commitment to progress the application for renewal of the Menai West Fishery Order 
within 2 months; and demonstrated a keen understanding of the importance of 
renewing the Fishery Order in the Eastern Menai Strait.  Photographs of the visit can 
be seen at https://photos.app.goo.gl/qitYj2cuh7peQz7G8.  

5.4 The Chair wrote to the Cabinet Secretary for thank her for following the meeting and 
extending an invitation to visit Port Penrhyn again over the summer (Annex D). 

 
MSFOMA Secretariat 
June 2018 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/qitYj2cuh7peQz7G8
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Annex A: Minutes of Wales Marine Fisheries Advisory Group meeting held on 7th 
March 2018. 
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Annex B: MSFOMA response to Climate Change, Environment and Rural Affairs 
Committee. 
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Annex C: Invitation from Climate Change, Environment & Rural Affairs Committee 
to attend a workshop meeting in Milford Haven. 
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Annex D: E-mail from Chair of MSFOMA to Lesley Griffiths AM. 
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Menai Strait Fishery Order Management Association Item 9 on Agenda 

 
North West Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority Activity 

 
 

Background 
The North West Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority (NWIFCA) are responsible for 
managing sea fisheries including mussel fisheries in the coastal waters lying between the 
Dee and the Solway Firth.  This area includes the UK’s largest seed mussel resource, which 
is vital to the ongoing success of the Menai Strait mussel fishery.  This report provides a 
brief update on NWIFCA activities that could have an impact on the Menai Strait mussel 
fishery. 
 
 
Recommendations 
1. That the report is received. 

1. IFCA Meetings 

1.1 Since the last meeting of the Association the NW-IFCA has held one Quarterly 
Meeting (on the 28

th
 May 2018).  The Technical, Scientific and Byelaws Sub-

Committee met on the 15
th

 May 2018.  The Bivalve Mollusc Working Group has also 
met (details of meetings of this group are not provided on the IFCA website however). 

1.2 Some of the matters that are relevant to the Menai Strait mussel fishery that have 
been considered by the NW-IFCA are summarised briefly below. 

2. Changes to Byelaws 

2.1 It was noted at the last Association meeting that the IFCA has now introduced a new 
byelaw on the use of dredges.  This will form the basis for managing any seed mussel 
dredging activity during 2018. 

2.2 The NW-IFCA is continuing to work on a revision of its existing Byelaw 3 which 
establishes a permit scheme for cockles and mussels.  There has been no significant 
progress with this since the last MSFOMA meeting. 

3. Bivalve Mollusc Working Group 

3.1 A meeting of the Bivalve Mollusc Working Group tool place in June 2018.  The 
meeting considered opportunities for seed mussel harvesting this year.  
Representatives from MSFOMA participate in BuMWaG and will provide a verbal 
update on any issues arising. 

 
 
MSFOMA Secretariat 
June 2018 
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Menai Strait Fishery Order Management Association Item 10 on Agenda 

 
Menai Strait Oyster & Mussel Fishery Order 1962 

 
 
 

Background 
The Menai Strait Oyster and Mussel Fishery Order was made in 1962, and provides the legal 
foundations for the mussel fishery in the eastern Menai Strait.  The Order was made for a 
period of 60 years and is due to expire in 2022.  MSFOMA needs to consider options for 
renewal of the Fishery Order to protect the local businesses and jobs that depend upon it. 
 
Recommendations 
1. That the report is received 

2. Comments are invited on progress to date and proposals for work in the next quarter. 

3. Members’ views are sought on a proposal to review the Code of Good Practice for mussel 
seed movements. 

1. Introduction 

1.1 The Menai Strait Fishery Order sets out provision for both the cultivation of mussels 
and oysters and for the regulation of the fishery for wild mussels in the eastern end of 
the Menai Strait.  It has been the most successful Fishery Order in the UK, allowing 
the Menai Strait mussel industry to develop and flourish. 

2. Lease fees 

2.1 At the meeting of the Association in February 2018 it was resolved that lease fees 
should be increased in line with inflation (2.8%pa) for the remainder of the duration 
of the Fishery Order.  The income from the leases is used to fund the administration 
and renewal of the Fishery Order. 

2.2 At the last meeting of the Association it was agreed that there should be a deferral of 
requests for lease fees for the two new cultivation areas in the Menai Strait.  A letter 
has been received from the lessee of one of these areas asking the Association to 
consider the long term lease fee arrangements for this area.  The letter is attached at 
Annex A for Members’ consideration.  A map of cultivation areas is provided at Annex 
B for reference. 



 

- 18 - 

3. Renewal of the Fishery Order 

3.1 The existing Fishery Order will expire on 31
st
 March 2022.  The experience of the 

mussel farmers in the Western Menai Strait indicates that it can take many years for 
a Fishery Order to be renewed. 

3.2 At the July 2016 meeting of the Authority it was resolved that work should start on 
the process of renewing this Fishery Order.   

3.3 At meeting of the Association earlier in 2018 the documents supporting the 
application for renewal of the Order were discussed by the Association and comments 
were made on them.  Following a recent meeting with Welsh Government officials, 
the Secretariat is now completing the application process. 

3.4 At previous meetings the Association has drawn up a timetable for progressing the 
renewal of the Fishery Order.  It is important that this is kept under review to ensure 
that adequate progress is being made.  A copy of the timetable is attached at Annex 
C, along with an update on progress. 

3.5 Members are advised that a meeting with Beaumaris Town Council has been 
scheduled for the evening of the 2

nd
 July, immediately following the Association 

meeting. 

4. Code of Good Practice for mussel seed movements 

4.1 The Menai Strait mussel fishery operates in accordance with a Code of Good Practice 
which was drawn up in collaboration with the Countryside Council for Wales in 2008.  
The purpose of this Code is to manage the risk of Invasive Non Native Species (INNS) 
being translocated as a consequence of mussel seed movements.  The Code identifies 
eight INNS that have the potential to become present in mussel seed areas and could 
subsequently be transported into North Wales. 

4.2 It was agreed at the last meeting of the Association that this code should be 
reviewed.  This review has not yet been progressed. 

4.3 Given the importance of this issue, it is proposed that this should remain a standing 
agenda item until the review process is completed. 

 
 
MSFOMA Secretariat 
June 2018 
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Annex A:  Copy of letter received from Menai Mussels Ltd in connection with lease 
fees. 
 

 
 



 

- 20 - 

Annex B: Map of cultivation areas (“layings”) in the Fishery Order area. 
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Annex C:  Timetable for progressing the renewal of the Menai Strait Oyster and Mussel Fishery Order 1962.   
 

Year Quarter Activities Update / Progress 
2016 Q4 a) Formal notice to WG of intent to renew Fishery 

Order 
 Letter sent to WG in October 2016. 

b) Preparation for consultation activity (mapping 
of Order boundaries, communication with 
Crown Estate & Land Registry over land 
ownership and occupancy). 

 Mapping completed. 
 
 

2017 Q1 &2 c) Continue preparation for consultation (land 
ownership & occupancy). 

 Initial consultation with Crown Estate 
 Title deeds obtained from Land Registry 

d) Initiate consultation with NRW  Formal consultation with NRW in January 
2017 

 Initial meeting with NRW staff March 2017 
 Draft Assessment of Likely Significant 

Effect (ALSE) sent to NRW in July 2017. 
e) Initiate liaison with landowners.  Ongoing. 

 Initial round of meetings commenced in 
February 2017 

 Meetings now held with all major 
landowners / tenants 

Q3 f) Initial consultation with statutory bodies & 
utilities 

 Completed Q1 2018. 

Q4 g) Ongoing liaison with stakeholders, NRW, land 
owners. 

 Ongoing liaison with landowners. 
 Preparations made for consultation with 

public bodies. 
 HRA almost completed with NRW 

2018 Q1 h) Submit formal application for renewal of 
Fishery Order. 

 Draft application forms presented to 
MSFOMA meetings in January & February. 

 Application submitted in April 2018. 
 i) Initial consultation with wider stakeholder 

community (public, recreational users, NGOs) 
 In preparation 

Q2 j) Liaison with WG. 
k) Keep stakeholders informed. 
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Year Quarter Activities Update / Progress 
Q3 l) Liaison with WG 

m) Keep stakeholders informed 
 

 

Q4 n) (Possible) Formal consultation on Fishery 
Order. 

 

2019  o) Respond to consultation feedback. 
p) Address consultation issues either informally or 

through Public Inquiry. 
 

 

2020  q) Progress application process. 
 

 

2021  r) Progress application process. 
 

 

2022 1st April s) DEADLINE FOR NEW ORDER  
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Menai Strait Fishery Order Management Association Item 11 on Agenda 

 
 

Menai Strait West Fishery Order Application 
 
 

Background 
In 2012 the Association resolved to work with shellfish farmers from the western Menai 
Strait to renew the Menai Strait West Fishery Order, which lapsed in 2008.  The renewal 
of the Order is essential to secure the future development of shellfish farming in this 
area. 
 
A public consultation on the proposal to renew the Menai Strait West Fishery Order was 
carried out by the Association in October-November 2015.  A significant number of 
objections were submitted.  Since then the Association has been working with local 
stakeholders to address these concerns. 
 
This report provides an update on progress. 
 
Recommendations 
1. That the report is accepted 

1. Update on Renewal of Fishery Order 

1.1 The Menai Strait (West) Fishery Order was established in 1978 for a period of 30 
years.  This Fishery Order provided the basis for the development of some oyster 
and mussel farming activity in the western Strait.  The Order lapsed in 2008, 
preventing the further development of these businesses.   

1.2 Members will be aware that over the past few years the Association has been 
working to renew this Fishery Order.  A draft Fishery Order was published for 
consultation in 2015, and generated many objections from the local community.  
The Association has worked closely with the objectors to allay and address their 
concerns. 

1.3 In July 2017 the Chair of the Association wrote to the Cabinet Secretary to ask her 
to determine the application for the Fishery Order.  This report provides an 
update on recent progress in response to that request. 

2. Update 

2.1 On the 13th June 2018, a meeting and site visit was held between Welsh 
Government officials and representatives from MSFOMA (the Chair, Jon King & 
Trevor Jones).  The site visit took place on the Gwynedd coastline in the western 
Menai Strait.  WG officials visited “Plot D”, where there have been concerns about 
the interaction between oyster farming and the operation of the outfall from 
Roberts of Port Dinorwic; and also observed “Plot A”, where there have been 
concerns raised about the impact of mussel cultivation on recreational activities. 

2.2 The meeting and site visit was very constructive, and established a firm basis for 
progress.  WG officials gave no indication what the Cabinet Secretary’s 
determination would be, but made a commitment to expedite progress. 
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2.3 On the 21
st
 June 2018 the Cabinet Secretary visited Port Penrhyn (see item 8 on 

the agenda).  At that meeting she made a commitment to determine the 
application for this Fishery Order within 2 months. 

3. Costs 

3.1 At the last Association meeting it was resolved that all of the proponents of the 
Fishery Order should be advised of the costs accrued to date and the procedure 
for managing costs.  Expenditure needs to be kept under careful review and the 
four proponents informed of costs accordingly. 

 
 
MSFOMA Secretariat 
June 2018 
 


