
 

Menai Strait Fishery Order Management Association Item 7 on Agenda 

 
Welsh Environment Bill Consultation Paper 

 
 

Background 
The Welsh Government published proposals for a new Environment Bill for consultation 
in October 2013.  This report provides a brief summary of the proposals for inclusion in 
the Environment Bill. 
 
Recommendations 
1. Comments on the WG proposals are invited. 

2. That the Association should make a response to the WG proposals by the deadline of 
15

th
 January 2014. 

 

1. Environment Bill White Paper 

1.1 The Welsh Government has produced a wide-ranging consultation document (a 
“White Paper”)setting out proposals for the Environment Bill.  The document can 
be downloaded here.  The broad aims of the White Paper are to:- 

a) join-up the existing statutory frameworks for natural resource planning and 
management in Wales 

b) ensure Natural Resources Wales has the legislative tools to help enable them 
to implement integrated natural resource management 

c) take actions to ensure Wales’ natural resources are used to best effect and 
reduce waste 

d) simplify, streamline and clarify the law for a number of existing 
environmental regulatory regimes. 

1.2 The sections of the document that are relevant to shellfisheries are attached to 
this report at Annex A.  These proposals seek to:- 

a) Revise the application process for Fishery Orders – it is proposed to 
make changes that would allow Fishery Order applications to be processed in 
a minimum of 9 months (if outside Natura 2000 sites) or 9-18months (if within 
Natura 2000 sites). 

b) Flexible management – it is proposed that each Order will be accompanied 
by a formal “Management Plan” that will provide the Minister with more 
options for ensuring that shellfish harvesting and cultivation operations are 
compatible with EC wildlife sites (Natura 2000 sites). 

 

http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/environment-bill-white-paper/?lang=en


 

 

2. MSFOMA Response 

2.1 The Association has previously met with representatives of the Welsh Government 
to discuss their concerns about the Sea Fisheries (Shellfish) Act 1967 and its 
implementation, and has written to the Welsh Government to welcome changes 
that will speed the application process for Fishery Orders and introduce new 
management measures that will make the Government more comfortable with the 
creation of new Fishery Orders in Natura 2000 sites. 

2.2 It would seem appropriate for the MSFOMA response to the White Paper to 
welcome the proposed changes.  It would also seem appropriate to encourage the 
Welsh Government to continue to progress existing Fishery Order applications 
(such as the one for the Western Menai Strait), rather than waiting for the White 
Paper proposals to be enacted, which could take more than a year. 

2.3 Members of the Association are invited to consider other points that should be 
included in the response to this consultation document. 

 
MSFOMA Secretariat 
November 2013



 

Annex A:  Welsh Government Proposals for Changing the Fishery Order Regime 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Menai Strait Fishery Order Management Association Item 8 on Agenda 

 
Leased Areas Update 

 
 

Background 
There are 6 leased areas within the Menai Strait Oyster and Mussel Fishery Order area.  
This report provides a brief update on discussions over leased area boundaries, lease 
fees and the proposed new leased areas that have previously been considered by the 
Association. 
 
Recommendations 

1. That the Association should determine whether it is appropriate to adjust the 
boundary of any existing leased areas. 

2. That the Association should determine whether it is appropriate to alter the fees 
charged for leased areas. 

3. That progress with the proposals for new leased areas is noted. 

 
 

The remainder of this report is considered to be commercially sensitive and has 
been withheld from publication. 

 

MSFOMA Secretariat 
December 2013 



 

Menai Strait Fishery Order Management Association Item 9 on Agenda 

 
Bangor Pier Renovation 

 
 

Background 
In October 2013 the Association received information about proposals to renovate and 
extend Bangor Pier.  This activity could have some effect on mussels in the vicinity of the 
pier.  This report provides information about the proposed activity and its potential 
effects, and considers how the Association might best respond. 
 
Recommendations 

1. That the Association considers the response that should be made to Gwynedd County 
Council with respect to the proposals to renovate and extend Bangor Pier. 

1. Proposed works 

1.1 Information about the proposed renovation and extension works is enclosed at 
Annex A to this report.  In brief, it is proposed to refurbish the pier (involving 
painting and where necessary repairing the steelwork); and to add a new pontoon 
landing stage to the pier head. 

1.2 It is hoped that this work will restore the pier and stimulate economic growth in 
the area by attracting tourists. 

2. Legal background 

2.1 Bangor Pier is located within the Menai Strait Oyster and Mussel Fishery Order 
1962, and forms the boundary between leased Areas 1 and 2, which are highly 
productive mussel farming areas. 

2.2 The Fishery Order and its parent legislation provide protection to shellfish 
farmers from impacts caused by other developments.  Further to this, Welsh 
Government Fisheries byelaws prohibit damage to mussel beds. 

3. Response to the proposal 

3.1 If it was considered likely that the proposed refurbishment of the pier and 
pontoon extension would have an adverse impact on mussel cultivation in the 
area, it would be appropriate for the Association to raise these concerns with 
Gwynedd County Council. 

3.2 During November 2013 the Chair of the Association and the leaseholder for Areas 
1 and 2 attended a meeting with the Council to discuss the pier renovation 
proposals.  A verbal report on the outcome of this meeting will be presented to 
the Association, and may form the basis of the response that should be made to 
the Council. 

 
MSFOMA Secretariat 
November 2013 
 



 

 
Annex A: Proposed works at Bangor Pier 
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Menai Strait Fishery Order Management Association Item 10 on Agenda 

 
North West Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority 

Activity 
 
 

Background 
The North West Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority (NWIFCA) is responsible 
for managing sea fisheries, including mussel fisheries, in the coastal waters lying 
between the Dee and the Solway Firth.  This area includes the UK’s largest seed mussel 
resource, which is vital to the ongoing success of the Menai Strait mussel fishery.  This 
report provides a brief update on NWIFCA activities that could have an impact on the 
Menai Strait mussel fishery. 
 
 
Recommendation 

1. That the report be received. 

 

1. Morecambe Bay Fishery Order 

1.1 The NWIFCA has been working on proposals to establish a new Fishery Order for 
all of Morecambe Bay for several years.  The proposed new Fishery Order would 
cover all of Morecambe Bay and would establish a Regulated Fishery for cockles 
and mussels, as well as providing opportunities for shellfish cultivation within 
Several areas in the Bay. 

1.2 The new Fishery Order is larger in both scope and scale than its predecessor, the 
Morecambe Bay Fishery Order 1978, which expired in 2008.  This earlier Order 
was limited in its scope to the regulation of fishing for mussels, and the extent 
was limited to the “South America” mussel skear in the northern part of 
Morecambe Bay where the annual seed mussel fishery takes place. 

1.3 It is understood that the NWIFCA has submitted its formal application for a 30 
year Fishery Order for Morecambe Bay to Defra.  The application is supported by 
the local fishing industry and also by Natural England.  Defra and the NWIFCA 
are understood to be in the process of securing the support of all of the interested 
parties associated with the Fishery Order, and are optimistic that the new Order 
will be made in time for the 2014 seed mussel fishery. 

2. Proposed new vessel size byelaw 

2.1 On the 1st November 2013, the “Technical, Scientific & Byelaws” (TSB) Sub-
Committee of the NWIFCA met to consider a new byelaw designed to regulate the 
size of vessels that could operate within the IFCA District.  A copy of the proposed 
new byelaw is attached at Annex A to this report. 

2.2 The proposed new byelaw raised some concerns with respect to its potential 
impact on the operation of mussel dredgers from the Menai Strait (which are of 
necessity large vessels) in the NWIFCA District.  Mr Trevor Jones of this 
Association is also a member of the TSB, and attended the meeting that was 
discussed the proposed new byelaw. 



 

2.3 Members are advised that the TSB Sub-Committee resolved not to make this new 
byelaw, and has directed IFCA Officers to draft new proposals for further 
consideration. 

2.4 There does not seem to be any need for the Association to take further action on 
this issue at present.  It will be important to keep this matter under review and to 
respond if proposals are adopted that might adversely impact the activities of the 
Menai Strait mussel dredgers in the IFCA District. 

 
MSFOMA Secretariat 
November 2013 
 



 

 
Annex A: Proposed new IFCA Vessel Size Byelaw 
 

 



 

Menai Strait Fishery Order Management Association Item 11 on Agenda 

 
Menai Strait West Fishery Order Proposal 

 
 

Background 
The Association is working with shellfish farmers from the western Menai Strait to 
reinstate the Fishery Order that lapsed in that area in 2008.  This will form the 
foundation for the development of shellfish farming in that area.  This report provides an 
update on progress with this proposal. 
 
 
Recommendation 
1. That the report be received. 

 

1. Menai Strait West Fishery Order Proposal 

1.1 The Menai Strait (West) Fishery Order was established in 1978 for a period of 30 
years.  This Fishery Order provided the basis for the development of some oyster 
and mussel farming activity in the western Strait.  Unfortunately the Order lapsed 
in 2008, preventing the further development of these businesses.   

1.2 The operators who had been working in this area before 2008 have been 
progressing an application for a new Fishery Order to set the foundations for 
developing sustainable shellfish cultivation in the western Menai Strait. 

1.3 During 2013 a formal application was submitted to the Welsh Government for the 
creation of a new Fishery Order in the western Menai Strait.  It was proposed 
that this Fishery Order should endure for a period of 28 years, with a review of 
management every 7 years. 

2. Recent Progress & Developments 

2.1 Welsh Government officials attended the last Association meeting in September.  
At that meeting it became clear that there were some potential obstacles to 
progressing the Fishery Order application.  This led one of the applicants to ask 
his Assembly Member, Mr Rhun Ap Iorwerth, to write to the Fisheries Minister to 
expedite progress.  The Fishery Minister’s response is attached to this report at 
Annex A. 

2.2 The Chair of the Association held a meeting with the applicants for the Fishery 
Order to discuss the Minister’s response.  This meeting took place in October 
2013, and it was resolved that a further meeting should be held with the Head of 
Fisheries at the Welsh Government, Mr Graham Rees. 

2.3 A meeting with the Head of Fisheries took place on November the 15th in 
Brynsiencyn, and was attended by two of the applicants for the Fishery Order, the 
local Assembly Member, the Chair of the Association and Jim Andrews.  This 
proved to be a very productive meeting.  Mr Rees was keen to discuss the details 
of the application, and following a discussion of the issues that had been raised in 
the Minister’s letter it proved possible to identify solutions that may help to 
progress the Fishery Order application. 



 

2.4 Following this meeting, the Chair of the Association wrote to Mr Rees to welcome 
the good progress that had been made.  A copy of the Chair’s letter is attached at 
Annex B.  A copy of an e-mail sent by the local Assembly Member following the 
meeting is attached at Annex C. 

2.5 The application for the Menai Strait West Fishery Order is due to be resubmitted 
shortly, with some revisions made to address the points raised in the Minister’s 
letter. 

2.6 The Association meeting will provide an opportunity to review progress with this 
Fishery Order.  Any recent developments will be reported verbally to the meeting. 

 
 
MSFOMA Secretariat 
November 2013 
 



 

 
Annex A: Letter from the Fisheries Minister to Mr Rhun Ap Iorwerth, AM for Anglesey. 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 
Annex B: Letter from Chair to Mr Graham Rees 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
Annex C:  E-mail from Mr Rhun Ap Iorwerth to Mr Shaun Krijnen 
 
 
 
 

Dear Shaun, 
  
Just a quick word to express my real hope after last Friday’s meeting that a resolution may not 

be as distant as you had feared. There is clearly a long way to go, but I have written to the 

Welsh Government urging swift action on the basis of what was discussed with Mr Graham 

Rees at the meeting. 
  
Please pass on my congratulations to all who were present at the meeting on putting forward 

such a compelling and well-argued case. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
Rhun  

 
 
 


