
 

 

Menai Strait Fishery Order Management Association Item 7 on Agenda 

 
Welsh Government Activity: Update 

 
 

Background 
The Welsh Government has carried out a number of activities that are relevant to the 
Association since the last meeting in July.  This report provides a brief report on these 
activities to inform discussions at the Association meeting. 
 
 
Recommendations 

1. That a meeting should be organised with the new Minister for Natural Resources 

2. That the Association considers its response to the items reported below. 

 

1. Meetings & Correspondence 

1.1 Since the last Association meeting in July there has been quite a lot of dialogue 
with WG, in connection with both the Menai Strait West Fishery Order proposal 
and the proposed new leased areas in the eastern Menai Strait.  The key details of 
this correspondence are considered under the relevant items below. 

1.2 After the last meeting of the Association, the Chair wrote to the new Deputy 
Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries to request a meeting (see letter at Annex 
A).  This meeting took place on the 3

rd
 September 2014 in Cardiff (see James 

Wilson’s letter sent after the meeting at Annex B).  While the meeting was 
constructive, there was a reorganisation of the Cabinet shortly after the meeting.  
The Deputy Minister’s post no longer exists, and the new Minister responsible for 
fisheries is now Mr Carl Sergeant AM (now the Minister for Natural Resources).  
Mr Sergeant’s constituency is in Flintshire. 

1.3 Progress with the Menai Strait West Fishery Order proposal and the new leased 
areas in the eastern Menai Strait is described briefly below. 

2. Menai Strait West Fishery Order Proposal 

2.1 The Menai Strait (West) Fishery Order was established in 1978 for a period of 30 
years.  This Fishery Order provided the basis for the development of some oyster 
and mussel farming activity in the western Strait.  Unfortunately the Order lapsed 
in 2008, preventing the further development of these businesses.  The operators 
who had been working in this area before 2008 have been progressing an 
application for a new Fishery Order to set the foundations for developing 
sustainable shellfish cultivation in the western Menai Strait. 

2.2 Progress with the creation of a new Fishery has been delayed by concerns raised 
by WG lawyers.  These arise from the WG perception that a Fishery Order cannot 
be granted for a period of more than 7 years within an area that has been 
designated a Special Protection Area or a Special Area of Conservation, and thus 
must be managed in accordance with the requirements of the EC Habitats 
Directive. 



 

 

 

2.3 In July 2014 a letter was sent by Mr Rhun Ap Iorwerth AM to the Deputy Minister 
for Agriculture and Fisheries.  The response is attached at Annex B to this report.  
Members will note that the Minister is hopeful that the Environment Bill will 
resolve the problems associated with the creation of Fishery Orders.  This hope is 
rather at odds with the briefing provided by WG Officers at their meeting with 
MSFOMA on the 18th June, when it was indicated that most of the proposals set 
out in the Environment Bill consultation document were ultra vires.  Members will 
also note that the suggested discussion between WG and MSFOMA lawyers was 
not considered by the Minister to be appropriate. 

2.4 On the 31st July 2014 the Chair wrote to Mr David Tripp at the Welsh Government 
Sea Policy Executive to request clarification of this Association’s role as a 
“competent authority” in the sense of the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2010.  No response has yet been received to this request.  The 
Chair’s letter is included at Annex D to this report. 

3. New leased areas, eastern Menai Strait 

3.1 In April 2014 the Minister was formally asked by the Association to consent to the 
creation of two new leased areas within the Menai Strait Oyster and Mussel 
Fishery Order 1962.  In September 2014 the Minister granted consent to these 
new areas (letter of consent attached at Annex E). 

3.2 The Chair consolidated some queries that arose from the Minister’s consent in a 
letter that was sent to Mr David Tripp on the 26th September (Annex F).  There 
has been no formal response to the Chair’s letter yet, but informal discussions 
with WG officials suggest that the technical errors in the conditions of consent 
could be readily rectified. 
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Annex A: Letter from Chair to Deputy Minister, 15th July 2014 
 

 



 

 

 
 
Annex B: Letter from James Wilson to Deputy Minister, 5th Sept 2014 
 

 



 

 

 
Annex C: Letter from Minister to Rhun Ap Iorwerth AM, August 2014 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Annex D: Letter from Chair to David Tripp, 31

st
 July 2014 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
Annex E: Deputy Minister’s letter of consent for new leased areas 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Annex F: Letter from Chair to David Tripp, 26th September 2014 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Menai Strait Fishery Order Management Association Item 8 on Agenda 

 
North West Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority 

Activity 
 
 

Background 
The North West Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority (NWIFCA) is responsible 
for managing sea fisheries, including mussel fisheries, in the coastal waters lying 
between the Dee and the Solway Firth.  This area includes the UK’s largest seed mussel 
resource, which is vital to the ongoing success of the Menai Strait mussel fishery.  This 
report provides a brief update on NWIFCA activities that could have an impact on the 
Menai Strait mussel fishery. 
 
 
Recommendation 

3. That progress with the proposed new Morecambe Bay Fishery Order is noted. 

4. That progress with the proposed new vessel size byelaw is noted. 

5. That the Association should note the IFCAs actions with respect to the seed mussel 
fishery in 2014 and consider its response. 

4. IFCA Meetings 

4.1 Since the last meeting of the Association the IFCA Technical, Scientific and 
Byelaws Sub-Committee has met (on the 15th August 2014) and there has been a 
Quarterly meeting (on the 19

th
 September 2014). 

5. Morecambe Bay Fishery Order 

5.1 The NWIFCA has been working on proposals to establish a new Fishery Order for 
all of Morecambe Bay for several years.  The proposed new Fishery Order would 
cover all of Morecambe Bay and would establish a Regulated Fishery for cockles 
and mussels, as well as providing opportunities for shellfish cultivation within 
Several areas in the Bay. 

5.2 At the TSB meeting in August, a report was submitted that suggested the IFCA 
should withdraw its application for a “Hybrid Fishery Order” (i.e. one that 
provides for both a regulated fishery and a several fishery) and should progress 
with an application for a Several Fishery.  The TSB meeting was presented with a 
very detailed analysis of options.  At the September Quarterly meeting it was 
reported by the Science Officers that it had not been possible to consider these 
options at the TSB meeting and that a special meeting would be convened in the 
near future.  

5.3 It is understood that the Fishery Order proposal will be discussed at a TSB 
meeting on the 21st October.  The Chair of the Association and also an officer 
from NRW involved in the management of the Dee Estuary Fishery Order have 
been invited to attend that meeting Progress with the Fishery Order will be 
monitored and reported to the Association at future meetings. 



 

 

 

6. Proposed new vessel size byelaw 

6.1 A revised version of this byelaw was considered by the TSB meeting in August 
2014.  The Chief Executive reported to the Quarterly meeting in September that 
the TSB had “requested further discussion on some measures” and the Officers of 
the IFCA were to review the byelaw and “revert to TSB”. 

6.2 Progress with this proposal shall be kept under review by the Association. 

7. Seed mussel fishery 2014 

7.1 At the time of writing this report there has been a limited seed mussel dredge 
fishery in Morecambe Bay.  A major constraint in fishing this year has been that 
some areas that have been dredged in the past have not been authorised for 
dredging this year because they could be accessed by intertidal gatherers. 

7.2 The mussel industry in Bangor and a fishing company from Barrow in Furness 
have made vigorous representations to the IFCA to encourage the authorisation 
of dredging in areas where there are presently abundant seed mussels that will 
be inaccessible to hand gatherers for the rest of 2014 and which seem likely to be 
lost in autumn weather. 

7.3 It is understood that a meeting of the “Chairman’s Sub Committee” is due to be 
held on the 13

th
 October 2014 to consider the IFCA’s management of the seed 

mussel dredge fishery. 
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