
 

Menai Strait Fishery Order Management Association Item 8 on Agenda 

 
North West Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority Activity 

 
 

Background 
The North West Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority (NWIFCA) is responsible for 
managing sea fisheries, including mussel fisheries, in the coastal waters lying between the 
Dee and the Solway Firth.  This area includes the UK’s largest seed mussel resource, which 
is vital to the ongoing success of the Menai Strait mussel fishery.  This report provides a 
brief update on NWIFCA activities that could have an impact on the Menai Strait mussel 
fishery. 
 
 
Recommendations 
1. That the report is received. 

1. IFCA Meetings 

1.1 Since the last meeting of the Association the NW-IFCA has held one Quarterly 
Meeting (on the 9th December 2016).  The Technical, Scientific and Byelaws Sub-
Committee met once (on the 1st November 2016).  The “Bivalve Mollusc Working 
Group” also met once, on the 10th October 2016. 

1.2 Some of the matters that are relevant to the Menai Strait mussel fishery that have 
been considered by the NW-IFCA are summarised briefly below. 

2. Changes to Byelaws 

2.1 The NW-IFCA is presently working on changes to two byelaws which are relevant to 
the activities of the mussel industry in the Menai Strait.  These are a new Byelaw 11, 
which will regulate fishing with dredges; and a revision to the existing Byelaw 3 
which establishes a permit scheme for cockles and mussels. 

2.2 During the past 3 months, the IFCA has concentrated on developing Byelaw 11.  This 
byelaw was discussed at the November TSB meeting, following which a revised draft 
was circulated to TSB members in order that a new Byelaw could be “made” at the 
December IFCA meeting.  Ultimately this has not happened; the byelaw is not due to 
be considered or “made” at the December meeting. 

2.3 The Chair of the Association wrote to the IFCA in connection with the proposed new 
Byelaw.  A copy of the letter is attached at Annex A.  The IFCA response is attached 
at Annex B. 

2.4 No further progress can be made with the dredging byelaw until it is discussed and 
“made” at an Authority meeting.  The next meetings are due to take place on 7th 
February (TSB Committee) and 17th March (Authority).  Members of the Association 
will be present at both meetings, so a briefing on any impending changes can be 
provided if and when further progress is made. 

2.5 The Association has registered as a stakeholder on the NWIFCA website to facilitate 
formal consultation by the IFCA on any changes to the management regime. 



 

3. Bivalve Mollusc Working Group 

3.1 A note of the BMWG meeting held on 10th October 2016 is attached at Annex B.  
Members will note that this meeting was mainly concerned with the management of 
Morecambe Bay cockle stocks.  The key item of note for the Association is that 
Deepdock Ltd have been working with the IFCA to demonstrate the value of using 
Acoustic Ground Discriminating Echo sounders to improve understanding of the 
extent of mussel beds in Morecambe Bay. 

 
 
MSFOMA Secretariat 
December 2016 
 



 

Annex A:  Letter from Chair of MSFOMA to NWIFCA, October 2016. 
 

 



 

 

 



 

Annex B:  NWIFCA response to MSFOMA letter. 
 

 
 



 

 

 



 

Annex C: Copy of the note of the Bivalve Mollusc Working Group meeting held on 
10th October 2016. 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

Menai Strait Fishery Order Management Association Item 9 on Agenda 

 
Menai Strait Oyster & Mussel Fishery Order 1962 

 
 

Background 
The Menai Strait Oyster and Mussel Fishery Order was made in 1962, and provides the legal 
foundations for the mussel fishery in the eastern Menai Strait.  The Order was made for a 
period of 60 years and is due to expire in 2022.  MSFOMA needs to consider options for 
renewal of the Fishery Order to protect the local businesses and jobs that depend upon it. 
 
Recommendations 
1. That the Association should agree a timetable for applying for the renewal of the Menai 

Strait Oyster & Mussel Fishery Order 1962. 

2. That the financial implications of renewing the Fishery Order are considered. 

1. Introduction 

1.1 The Menai Strait Fishery Order sets out provision for both the cultivation of mussels 
and oysters and for the regulation of the fishery for wild mussels in the eastern end of 
the Menai Strait.  It has been the most successful Fishery Order in the UK, allowing 
the Menai Strait mussel industry to develop and flourish. 

1.2 The existing Fishery Order will expire in 2022.  The experience of the mussel farmers 
in the Western Menai Strait indicates that it can take many years for a Fishery Order 
to be renewed. 

1.3 It is imperative for the businesses and jobs that depend on the Menai Strait Oyster 
and Mussel Fishery Order that a new Fishery Order has been made before the 
existing Fishery Order expires. 

1.4 At the July 2016 meeting of the Authority it was resolved that work should start on 
the process of renewing this Fishery Order.  This report provides a review of the 
proposals agreed, and an update on progress.  It additionally provides a brief update 
on the renewal of the existing leases to operators working in the Fishery Order area. 

2. Renewal of leases 

2.1 The leases for all of areas 1-6 have now been signed by all parties, and formally re-
issued. 

2.2 The period of tenancy for all leases in the Menai Strait now runs to the date that the 
present Fishery Order is due to terminate, on 31st March 2022. 

3. Proposed timetable for renewal 

3.1 At its last meeting the Association agreed to progress with the renewal of the Fishery 
Order.  A timetable was agreed at that meeting and is appended at Annex B with an 
update on progress. 

3.2 As a first step in this process, the Chair has written to Welsh Government to declare 
the Association’s intention to progress an application. 



 

3.3 To assist and pave the way for consultation with stakeholders, work has also been 
carried out to create accurate digital GIS and web-based maps of the Fishery Order 
and leased areas that can be shared with stakeholders and consultees.  This process 
has taken longer than anticipated, to ensure that the maps produced are aligned with 
the latest Ordnance Survey digital maps of the area.  This has, in turn, delayed 
progress with the initial consultation meetings; the view was taken that accurate 
electronic mapping is now an essential pre-requisite to such consultations. 

3.4 It will be noted that because of this, progress is presently behind schedule.  No 
formal dialogue with stakeholders has yet been opened, and this is now a priority for 
early in 2017.  The top priorities in this regard will be meetings and initial 
consultations with NRW and the Crown Estate. 

3.5 In October 2017 an initial list of stakeholders was compiled and circulated to 
MSFOMA members for comment.  This list is attached at Annex C for consideration. 

3.6 Views are invited on the timetable attached at Annex B and comments invited on 
progress to date. 

 

4. Costs 

4.1 As noted at our last meeting, costs will be incurred by the Association during the 
process of renewing the Fishery Order.  These will arise from seeking specialist 
advice and support (for instance from lawyers and other professionals); hiring 
meeting rooms; and potentially for funding a Public Inquiry should that be necessary. 

4.2 The Association has accrued a reserve fund to meet the costs of renewing the Order.  
It will nevertheless be important to carefully manage the renewal process to ensure 
that it is kept within an appropriate budget. 

4.3 It is possible that if the application process is protracted or requires a Public Inquiry 
then extra funds may have to be secured by the Association, through an increase in 
the levy on operators.  This will need to be kept under review during the application 
process. 

4.4 Members are advised that costs incurred on the renewal of the Order to date have 
been negligible. 

 
 
MSFOMA Secretariat 
December 2016 
 



 

Annex A:  Letter to Welsh Government concerning renewal of the Menai Strait 
Oyster and Mussel Fishery Order 1962. 
 



 

 

 



 

 
Annex B:  Timetable for progressing the renewal of the Menai Strait Oyster and Mussel Fishery Order 1962.  Items that 
are behind schedule are highlighted in red. 
 

Year Quarter Activities Update / Progress 
2016 Q3 a) Formal notice to WG of intent to renew Fishery 

Order 
Letter sent to WG in October 2016. 

b) Initial contact with stakeholders. Pending. 

Q4 c) Meetings with WG officials to discuss renewal. Pending. 

d) Meetings with NRW to discuss renewal. Pending. 

e) Initial stakeholder meetings (with key sectoral 
groups such as RYA, NRW, Wildlife Trust, 
Beaumaris Yacht Club). 

Pending. 

f) Communication & meetings with landowners & 
tenants 

Pending. 

2017 Q1 g) Consultation & agreement with NRW  

h) Wider stakeholder meetings (e.g. “drop in” 
sessions & evening meetings). 

 

i) Ongoing liaison with NRW  

Q2 j) Work on application for Order. 
k) Ongoing liaison with stakeholders, NRW, land 

owners. 

 
Q3  
Q4  

2018 Q1 l) Submit formal application for renewal of 
Fishery Order. 

 

 

Q2 m) Liaison with WG. 
 

 

Q3 n) Liaison with WG 
 

 

Q4 o) (Possible) Formal consultation on Fishery 
Order. 

 

2019  p) Respond to consultation feedback.  



 

Year Quarter Activities Update / Progress 
q) Address consultation issues either informally or 

through Public Inquiry. 
 

2020  r) Progress application process. 
 

 

2021  s) Progress application process. 
 

 

2022 1
st

 April t) DEADLINE FOR NEW ORDER  
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Annex C:  Initial consultee list for Menai Strait Oyster and Mussel Fishery Order 
consultation process (for comment). 
 
Category Organisation 

Anglers Welsh Federation of Sea Anglers 

Environmental Natural Resources Wales 

Environmental North Wales Wildlife Trust 

Environmental RSPB Cymru 

Environmental RSPB Cymru (North Wales Office) 

Fishing Organisations North Inshore Fishery Group 

Fishing Organisations North Wales Fishermen's Cooperative 

Industry bodies Deepdock 

Industry bodies Menai Oysters and Mussels Ltd 

Industry bodies MSFOMA 

Industry bodies MSFOMA 

Industry bodies MSFOMA 

Industry bodies Myti Mussels 

Industry bodies SAGB 

Industry bodies Welsh Fishermen's Association 

Industry bodies 
 

Landowner Anglesey Sea Salt Company Ltd 

Landowner Anglesey Sea Zoo 

Landowner Crown Estate Commissioners 

Local Council Bangor Town Council 

Local Council Beaumaris Town Council 

Local Council Gwynedd County Council 

Local Council Ynys Môn County Council 

Local Harbour Authority  Caernarfon Harbour Trust 

Marine Users  Bangor University 

Marine Users  British Association of Shooting and Conservation 

Marine Users  Felinheli / Port Dinorwic Sailing Club 

Marine Users  Plas Menai 

Marine Users  Plas Newydd Country House and Gardens 

Marine Users  RNLI Beaumaris Lifeboat Station 

Marine Users  RNLI Holyhead Lifeboat Station 

Marine Users  Royal Anglesey Yacht Club 

Marine Users  Royal National Lifeboat Institution 

Marine Users  RYA 

Marine Users  RYA Cymru Wales 

Marine Users  Trinity House Lighthouse Service 

Marine Users  UK Hydrographic Office 

MSFOMA Gwynedd County Council 
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Category Organisation 

Statutory consultees HM Coastguard Holyhead 

Statutory consultees Maritime & Coastguard Agency 

Statutory consultees Ministry of Defence 

Statutory consultees Welsh Government 

Statutory consultees Welsh Government 

Statutory consultees Welsh Government 

Utility companies British Gas Wales      

Utility companies British Telecom 

Utility companies Centrica 

Utility companies Dwr Cymru 

Utility companies Dwr Cymru 

Utility companies MANWEB 

Utility companies National Grid 

Utility companies National Grid 

Utility companies National Power 

Utility companies West & Wales Utilities 

Utility companies Western Power Systems 
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Menai Strait Fishery Order Management Association Item 10 on Agenda 

 
 

Menai Strait West Fishery Order Application 
 
 

Background 
In 2012 the Association resolved to work with shellfish farmers from the western Menai 
Strait to renew the Menai Strait West Fishery Order, which lapsed in 2008.  The renewal of 
the Order is essential to secure the future development of shellfish farming in this area. 
 
A public consultation on the proposal to renew the Menai Strait West Fishery Order was 
carried out by the Association in October-November 2015.  A significant number of 
objections were submitted.  Since then the Association has been working with local 
stakeholders to address these concerns. 
 
This report provides an update on progress. 
 
Recommendations 

1. That the report on the consultation for the Menai Strait (West) Fishery Order is noted 
and discussed. 

2. That the Association considers how it would prefer to proceed with the application for 
this Fishery Order. 

 

1. Update on Renewal of Fishery Order 

1.1 The Menai Strait (West) Fishery Order was established in 1978 for a period of 30 
years.  This Fishery Order provided the basis for the development of some oyster and 
mussel farming activity in the western Strait.  The Order lapsed in 2008, preventing 
the further development of these businesses.  In May 2015, the Association received 
confirmation from Welsh Government that the Order would be re-created.  A draft 
Order was sent to the Association in October 2015. 

1.2 A formal consultation was carried out on the draft Order period in line with WG 
directions between the 29th October – 29th November 2015.  Responses were received 
from 75 individuals and organisations.  57 of the response were objections; 15 were 
letters of support; 2 were requests for minor alterations to the Order from navigation 
authorities; and 1 was an offer of assistance from local Gwynedd Councillor Sian 
Gwenllian. 

1.3 Since November 2015, representatives of the Association and the proponents of the 
Fishery Order have been working with stakeholders to try to identify ways in which 
their objections could be addressed.  An update on liaison with different sectoral 
groups is provided below. 

 



 

19 

 

2. Liaison with sailing, recreation and local resident stakeholders 

2.1 At the last meeting of the Association in October it was reported that a sequence of 
productive meetings had been held with local stakeholders.  As a result of these, the 
Association had established a “Liaison Group” and a smaller “Working Group” to 
facilitate engagement and develop a partnership approach to managing cultivation 
operations in the western Menai Strait. 

2.2 A copy of the “Operating Plan” that has been developed with these stakeholders is 
attached at Annex A of this report, along with a note of the meeting of the Liaison 
Group that took place on the 13

th
 October (Annex B). 

2.3 Members of the Association are advised at a meeting on the 14
th

 July the RYA raised 
concerns about the legal status of the “Operating Plan” (see Annex C).  In response to 
these concerns, the Chair organised a conference call with key RYA personnel in 
September 2016.   

2.4 The situation at present is that the RYA feels unable to advise their members to 
withdraw their objections until they have some reassurance that the proposed 
Operating Plan will be enforceable.   

2.5 This matter was discussed at the last Association meeting in October, following which 
the Chair wrote to the Welsh Government seeking guidance (letter attached at Annex 
D).  This letter seeks guidance on the Association’s favoured management approach 
and also alternatives put forward by the RYA. 

2.6 A response from the Welsh Government was received on 5th December and is 
attached at Annex E.  No substantive response has been sent to WG yet. 

2.7 The RYA and Port Dinorwic Sailing Club have been informed of the WG response to 
the different proposals.  An initial response from the RYA is attached at Annex F, and 
includes a further proposal for amendment of the Operating Plan.  Members’ views 
are invited on these proposals. 

2.8 A further meeting with stakeholders is scheduled for the evening of the 14th 
December in Port Dinorwic. 

3. Liaison with commercial stakeholder – Roberts of Port Dinorwic 

3.1 One of the respondents to the consultation on the proposed Fishery Order was a firm 
of solicitors, acting on behalf of the company Roberts of Port Dinorwic.  This company 
was concerned about the possible impact of oyster cultivation within Plot D of the 
proposed Fishery Order on the effluent outfall pipe from their premises (see letter at 
Annex G).   

3.2 Mr Wyn Roberts from Roberts of Port Dinorwic has attended Liaison Group meetings 
in April, July and October at which he has raised concerns about impacts on his 
business.  Following the last discussion with Mr Roberts, his solicitors sent a further 
communication to the Association (Annex H).  The Association has made a formal 
response to this letter and the earlier concerns raised by this company (Annex I). 
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3.3 The Association is advised that a site visit has now been agreed with representatives 
from Roberts of Port Dinorwic and representatives from MSFOMA.  This is due to 
take place in Port Dinorwic on the afternoon of Monday 12th December.  A verbal 
update on this site visit will be provided at the Association meeting. 

4. Next Steps 

4.1 It had been hoped that the Liaison Group meetings in July and October this year 
would have provided a platform for progressing the Fishery Order application.  An e-
mail referendum of objectors was planned, to enable them to either sustain or 
withdraw their objections.  Following the RYA’s statement to the July meeting, and 
sustained concerns at the October meeting, it was decided that it would not be 
appropriate to progress with this referendum yet, pending feedback from the Welsh 
Government on the proposals to use an “Operating Plan” to address stakeholders’ 
concerns. 

4.2 We have now received a response from Welsh Government on this issue (Annex E).  
This response has been forwarded to the RYA, to allow them to determine whether or 
not they feel that it provides a basis for them to advise their members to withdraw 
their objections.  The meeting scheduled for the evening of the 14th December will 
provide an opportunity for discussion of these views. 

4.3 Taking this into account it is not clear at this point when, if ever, it will be possible to 
get to a position where all objections are withdrawn.  After discussions with the 
proponents of the Fishery Order, it is clear that they feel there is a need to move 
forwards with the application. 

4.4 The next step in the application process required the Cabinet Secretary to take a 
decision on whether to approve the application; to refuse it; or to call a Public Inquiry 
if there are outstanding objections to an Order that are “neither frivolous or 
irrelevant” (under §4 of the Sea Fisheries (Shellfish) Act 1967). 

4.5 Members’ views are sought on how they feel it would be best to proceed, bearing in 
mind that discussions with stakeholders are still ongoing at that there will be a 
Liaison Group meeting in the evening following the Association meeting. 

5. Costs 

5.1 At the last Association meeting it was resolved that all of the proponents of the 
Fishery Order should be advised of the costs accrued to date and the procedure for 
managing costs.  Expenditure needs to be kept under careful review and the four 
proponents informed of costs accordingly. 

 
 
MSFOMA Secretariat 
December 2016 
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Annex A: Proposed “Operating Plan” for Menai Strait West Fishery Order 
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Annex B: Note of Liaison Group meeting, 13th October 2016 
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Annex C: RYA e-mail concerning Operating Plan 
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Annex D: Draft letter to Welsh Government. 
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Annex E: Response from Welsh Government. 
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Annex F: Correspondence from RYA following communication of WG advice in 

Annex E. 
 

 



 

39 

 

 



 

40 

 
Annex G: Letter from Hill Dickinson Solicitors, November 2015 
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Annex H: E-mail from Hill Dickinson Solicitors, October 2016 
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Annex I: Response to Hill Dickinson Solicitors from MSFOMA, November 2016 
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Menai Strait Fishery Order Management Association Item 12 on Agenda 

 
Fishery Management Issue: 

Morecambe Bay Cable Tunnel 
 
 

Background 
National Grid are planning to upgrade the electricity transmission infrastructure in 
Cumbria to link the proposed Moorside nuclear power station to the electricity network.  
The new link will cross Morecambe Bay in a tunnel.  In November 2016 the Association 
was consulted about the proposal.  
 
Recommendations 
1. That the Association should respond to the consultation received from National Grid. 

1. Proposal 

1.1 On the 23
rd

 November 2016 the Association was consulted about a proposal to 
extend the electricity network in Cumbria, which will result in a cable tunnel 
being constructed across Morecambe Bay.  A copy of the e-mail seeking the 
Association’s initial feedback on this proposal is attached at Annex A. 

1.2 The News Release enclosed at Annex B provides some information about the 
proposals.  Very briefly, the new Moorside power station in western Cumbria will 
need to be linked to the electricity network and new transmission lines will need 
to be built between the power station site and the national grid at Heysham in 
Lancashire.  A decision on whether or not the power station will be built is due to 
be taken by the Government in 2018. 

1.3 The proposed electricity connection will cross Morecambe Bay.  The route for 
crossing the Bay is shows in Annex C.  It is understood that the tunnel will be 
installed without disturbing the surface sediments of the Bay.  The red circle 
shown on the chart indicates the location of a ventilation shaft that will extend 
from the tunnel and above the water level in the central part of the Bay. 

1.4 Members will note that the tunnel route is to the north-east of the mussel skears 
in Morecambe Bay that are an important seed mussel resource for the Menai 
Strait mussel farming industry. 

1.5 Members’ views are sought on the response that the Association should make to 
this proposal. 

 
 
MSFOMA Secretariat 
December 2016 
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Annex A:  E-mail to MSFOMA from National Grid Fishery Liaison Officer 
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Annex B:  National Grid News Release, October 2016 
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Annex C: Chart illustrating alignment of Morecambe Bay cable tunnel. 
 

 


